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How wind farms can destroy a community

My views on the ineffectiveness of wind farms as a viable contributor to power generation and the environmental damage they cause are well known. However, on a visit to Somerset last week I discovered the frightening extent of the economic damage they can also create.

Research by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors shows that property values fall in areas threatened by wind farms. Other studies show that such falls in value may be up to 20 per cent. 

A developer is seeking to build five wind turbines between Burnham on Sea and the village of Brent Knoll where the combined value of domestic properties has been estimated at around £1.2 billion. Conservative estimates of the immediate destruction of local capital if the proposed wind farm is approved is in the region of £40 million. This is in an area where more than 30 per cent of the population are pensioners, the majority of businesses are entrepreneurial and owner-managed and is a part of Somerset that is heavily reliant on tourism. Even a relatively small downturn in tourist numbers would be likely to wipe out the profitability of many of the businesses.

It is time that we all realised that the only real beneficiaries from wind farms are the commercial organisations that build them, and the few politicians seeking to make unsound environmental gestures to be seen to be doing "something".

The losers are the energy consumers who fund the subsidies, local residents and local businesses, the elderly, the young and the lowly paid, tourists and ramblers, plus the bird and animal habitat and life that is destroyed.
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